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of action. A quite different character, the Jew in
Shakespeare's play, " The Merchant of Venice/' has
given us the expression " a Shylock." From
Dickens's famous character Mrs. Gamp in " Martin
Chuzzlewit," who always carried a bulgy umbrella,
we get the word gamp, rather a vulgar name for
" umbrella."

We speak of "a Sherlock Holmes" when we
mean to describe some one who is very quick at
finding out things.' Sherlock Holmes is the hero of
the famous detective stories of Conan Doyle.

It is a very great testimony to the power of a
writer when the names of persons or places in his
books become in this way part of the English lan-
guage.